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—— TO MY 
-i--- -Honoured Friend and: Patton” + 

Sir EDW ARD PHELIPPY,S, 
- - Of MONT ACUTE. 


Honoured Sir, WY 
need not make Apologies for, devoting the 
- enſuing Papers to. your Patronage ; . The 
trifle I confeſs is too mean to be preſented to ſo 
great a Name, but yet not to have done it, 
would haye been both Ungrateful and Unjuft, 
For twas compoſed for the benefit of a place, 
in which I am now happily fixed by your ge- 
nerous and uncorrupted Charity, and in beſtow- 
ing of which, you made noorher demands, bc- 
ſide a promiſe under my hand of /iving on the 
place, and taking care of the People. So far 
were you from making Merchandiſe of Souls, 
that you eſtecm'd your right of Patronage, on- 
ly as a ſacred truſt, for which you muſt give 
aFcpunt to Almighty God ; And may this pi- 
ous Example never want its followers. I dc- 
fire that this Dedication may remain as a laſt- 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

ing Monument of my Gratitude, tho I am ve- 
ry ſenſible it docs nor Zefſen,but add to: my ob- 
: Iigations; for the: prefixing of your Name 
to this little Treatiſe, will, I doubtnot, ſupply 
the want; of aCharater.in.its Author, and make 
it the more acceptable to the Warld. 


May all the Bleſlings-of Heaven attend your 
Perſon, your Vertuous Lady, and eycry mem- 
ber of yonr Famuly ; May your Unwearied Aſ- 
fidaity m ſerving your Country never want 
Encouragment; May you continually enjoy 
the Adventages of doing good' here on Earth, 
and receive a glorious reward for all in aber- 
ter. World. Theſe, Sir, ſhall be the canſtane. 
Prayers of: 


1 


wo 


Your moft: Obliged Hinnble Seroant, 
 M: Strong. 
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-..:-,. To my Beloved Paniſmoners 
| KK 2 THE # = 
Inhabitants of YEOPTIL L: 
My Dear Neighbours, 
HE 50 of this little Book is purely to reform (if 
poſſible) a Bad Cuſtom, which has t00 long prevailed 
among you, 1 meagz The Baptizing of your Chil- 
dren in Private, withour Neceſſity and with the Publick 
Form ; Tou all know 1 have already from the Pulpit told you 
both of the Indecency and Unlawtulneſs of this Praftice, 
and ſolemnly proteſted to you that theſe were the only reaſons 
that prevailed with me not to comply with it ; After all which 
I could not but hope, that you would have granted*the requeſt 
I then made to you, and not have preſſed me any more to do a 
thing, which I had ſo evidently proved, to be againſt both 
your duty and my own. But to. my. great concern 1 have 
found it otherwiſe. 

In my own Vindication therefore, as well as for your Satis 
fattion, I bave now committed what 1 formerly Preached,te the 
Preſs, with ſuch additions 4nd alterations, as 7 thought ne« 
ceſſary to make it fit for a.Publick view: And that I might 
not be wanting in any part of my duty to you, Thave printed 
theſe Papers to attend you qt your houſes ; hoping. by this 
means to remove thoſe miſtakes and prejudices which ſome 
of you thay have emtertaiued in this matter, and to-convince 
you fully, that the thing I here argue againſt, is really an 
Errour : Nor ſhould any.thing Jefs than this unhappy neceſ- 
ſity, have ever tempred me to appear in Print. 

In the management of this Argument, . I have-endeavoured 
to be botb as Brief and Plain: as poſſible, to fet every thing. in 
a clear and convincing light, and to come down. to the. meaneſt 
Underſtanding ,; which I defire the. Reader in general 30 re» 
member, and then T need not make Apologies for the Style, 
which might. eafily have been of another nature, but I was to - 
conſult chiefly the "_— of my own People, and in a mat- 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 


ter of Univerſal kewdrs, 7 war miting Al joitht underſtand 
me. As for other imperfettians, they may juſtly be imputed 
to my multiplicity of buſineſs, diverſions, aud avecations in 
a large and populom; Town ; I am conſcious emrurh how many 
they are,but yet T have this ſatisfattion, that theſe papers had 
(at leaf? as wasproteFFed) the Undiſſembled approbatign of 
a worthy and judicinus Friend,a perſon of a coetorable Cha- 
ratter aud Authority in the Church ; for whoſe particular fa- 
vours, 1 cannot but take this occaſf)» of making a publick and 
grateful acknowledgment, | | 

And now ( Nevhbours) I have only one thing to defire of 
you; that in reading this diſcoxrſe you would conſider every 
thing-calmly and impartially,” without paſſion, humour, 
or prejudice ; Read it with that fimplicity and indifferency 
of mind, that becomes humble, teachable and Charitable 
Chriſtjans'; Ds not Nickname or miſcouſtrue, what is by me 
well intended. Almighty God, the ſearcher of hearts, front 
that'\l aim at nothing but your benefit, aud Convittion : 1 
have worded every thing after the mildeff and moſt inoffen- 
froue manner I was able; If any thing ſeem clolely or ſevere- 
ly ſpoken, tis no more than what I thought abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry for the expoſing of the weaknefs of thoſe objettions, which 
are uſually urged in juſtification of what I here oppoſe; And af- 
ter all, if you find that the Arguments here mfifted on, are 
ſuch as cannot be anſwered, then as you love your own Souls , 
let me beſeech you net wilfully to refit the truth, but be 
glad ayd thankful rather, that you are freed from your mi 
ſtakes. | IE i 
| 7 have added at the end,” a Brief Exhortation to” the con: 
ſtant receiving of the Lord's Supper, which is a duty too mth 
weglefted amongit you, as welt ar ix other places.” [n re- 
Pura for all which ' 7 defire nothing but your Prayers, 4 you 
ever have mine.” And God Almighty follow You af; 7 ha 
Blefhngs, avid give you bearts willing Jozh'to ledrh ni Obey 
the truth. | MY ehnenZ lg 


Your Sineere Friend an&Setyant,_ . ", 
eas we 6, £3: OA 
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The Indeceiicy and Unlawfulneſs of 'Bap. 
- tizing Children in Private, witbout. Ne. 
_ Ceſſuty,; and with the Publick Form, &c. 


y TY 
] "IS a ſtrange prevailing power -that C»ffom has upon the 
minds of all at >= 3 The very Cxſtew and Common- 
nels of dying, ſeems to have taken off the thoughts of 
death from the World 5 Mema:itlelf was lighted when 'twas 
rained down every day ; And that moſt ſacred and venerable 
rite. of Chriſtianity, the bleſſed Sacrament itſelf, by being deih 
adminiſtred in the Primitive Church, in a little time began to 
be deſpis'd : And be the thing never fo apparently viciows, or evi- 
dently »n/axf»/,. yet ſuch is the bewitching force of an habitual 
Cuſtomary Practice, that it hinders men from perceiving it, and 
begets ſuch inveterate prejudices in their minds, as darken the Rea- 
ſon, and corrupt the 7audgment, and bear down the |force of the 
firoogeſt Arguments, and of the moſt convincing Reaſons in the 

orld. 


Nothing but 7k could poſſibly have prevailed with ſo many 
members even of our own Communion, to perſevere ſo obſti- 
nately in Baptizing their Children in Private howſes , without any 
juſt Neceſſity, and with the Pablick Form z a Cuſtom confeſledly 
Indecent, and undeniably Unlawful ; That it is fo, is the deſign 
of this following Treatiſe to evincez and I hope to do it Vnan- 
ſwerably, by infilting on theſe ſeveral! Arguments. 

1, That the Baptizing Children in Private houſes, is contrary 
to the nature and deſign of Chriſtian Baptiſm» 

2. . Tis contraryito the conſtant and univerſal Practice of 'the 

-. Catholick Chriſtian i lo all ages " oP | 
3- Tis contrary to'the expreſs Laws and Rubrick of our own- 
A FE bd nit Church of England,..*. | wife 
Ne: *Tis;contraty. to every Miniſters. ſalemaiPromiles and Subs 
PLLONS, s b<y71 fo. 213. 2.094 2141 ..: 
Abſurd, ps heyong .de- 


5. Tis, Irrational; - itt, 
dial theie ievetal Allergorl hove iowil be granred: thas þ 
{ufficiently gon my ponies Lander 0 and 


have ſuffy [1 
I bad good reaſon for refuling to/,comp!y is. Jlegal Cui 
om... |, #1 09954 1 orls 9% 28 625043UD 159055,008 


But: 


(2) 

But to prevent all miſtakes, it muſt be remembred, that Ex- 
ception and Allowance is ſtill to be made for the Caſe of invin- 
cible Neceflity, of extreme Sickne(s, and danger of Death z ar 
which time the, Church admits of Privace Boprii K's has com- 
poſed a particular Fornn for thi No are | Ay _ (hall Gy 
more in its propet plaee.. © "This being: premilech, I affere.- > | 

Firſt, That the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm 1n Private houſes, 
is contrary tothe Natare and Deſigns of Baptiſm : for Baptiſm is 
a great and moſt folemnpart of Gods Publick Worſhip $ 'Tis 
thar Divine Sacrament by which weare entred and admitted in- 
to the Chriſtian Church and'Covenant, by which we are made 
members of that Holy Catholick Chirrch, and united to that Commu- 
»on of Saints, and common Society of Chriſtians, which makes 
one fundamental Article of our Creed. Baptiſm is alſo an'open 
and ſolemn profeſhon of our belief in the Sacred Trinity, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, in whoſe names-we are Baptized; bur 
eſpecially *tis a Publick declaration of our Faith in 7e/aw the Xte- 
diator, an open acknowledgment to all the Woald rhat we hear- 
tily embrace that Goſpel and Religion, which Chriſt reveal'd 
' from his Father to mankind, and which diſtinguiſhes us from 
7ews, and Mahometans, and all other. Religions in the World. 
For this reaſon 'twas, that the Font was always placed near the— 


Vid. Dr. Pa« door or entrance into the Church, co ſignifie to us rhat 'tis by 


Baptiſm we are firſt entred"into the Chriſtian Faith, into the 
al ion and Church of Chriſt. '' Now all this evidently proves, 
., that Baptiſm is not of ' a Private, but -of a P«blick Nature, and 
that its ends and deſigns are Pblick; And from hence it as evi- 
dently follows, that it ought to be adminiſtred according to its 
Natxre, that is, not Privately, but in the P«blick, Aſſem ly and 
« tion of Chriſtians. » 
The force and reaſon of this Argument is plainly fonnded up- 
. onthar Apoſtolical precept, x Cor. 14. 49. Let all things be (done 


whres 2» decently, and in order. If this be Scripture, and the word of 


God, it certainly obliges us, to perform all the Sacred and P«b- 
kck offices of our Religion, with all that Decency, and Solemmity, 
thatthe Natwre of the things; | and the * Hajeſty of God requires. 
In_ this _ the m_ med Cunpon, underſtand Tag 
words 3 Nof*can any” other interpretation be/ put/vpon them, 
without offering a manifeſt violenee to'the-deſign of the Apoſtle 
t that nm eee yr was tocorre& abſt» ind 
indecencies in the ſervice of God; and to give ſach ftanding rules 
and general dire&tions, as he thought neceſſary to be obſerved 
od in 
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in Gods Publick worſhip by all Chriſtian Congregations. This 
ing granted, I nowappeal to the ſenſe and reaſon of all the 
world, whether it be not more for the Decency and Solemmity of 
Chriſtian Baptiſm, tobe adminiſtred in the Church and Houle of 
God, 'than in a Private room of common and ordinary uſe > The 
ents of our Religion are certainly the moſt ſolemn parts 
of itz We admit but :woof theſe, and Baptiſm-is one z And does 
__it not beſt agree with the ſolemn Nature of this Sacrament, that 
it ſhould be Adminiſtred in the ſolemn place of Gods worthip ? 
Since Baptiſm is an open profeſſion of our Faith in Chriſt, how' 
can this be duly performed in Private, or any where out of 
the Pablick Aſſemblies of Chriſtians > And fince Baptiſm is de- 
ſigned to enter and admit us into the Church, what place can be 
ſo decent for its Adminiſtration, as the Church > To this pur- | 
poſe we have Dr. Burnet telling us, * That Baptiſm being the Hiff. Reform. 
Admiſhon of a New Member to the Church, 'tis moſt ſuita- OS 
* ble to the defign of Baptiſm, todo it before the whole Congre. **® ©3: 
* gation; and withal adds, that the Li of baptizing in Pri- 
*vate, Which was at firſt indulged by the Church, only as a pro- 
*viſion for Weakneſs, is ſince become a Mark of Vanity, and a 
© piece of affected State, If Baptiſm be defigned ro make us 
members of the Chriſtian Church, | would willingly be ſatisfied, 
how this can be decenth performed out of -cthe Church, and out 
of the preſence of the Church z or can any other place be fo fit 
and convenient for ſo ſacred a thing, as the Place that is dedica- 
ted and devoted to the ſervice of God > Theſe are p/ain Queſtions 
I know, but I believe they are «nan/werable, and I leave them 
to the Conſcience of all Unprejudiced Readers; with this ſeri- 
ous and earne Exhortation, viz: That they would not look 
on Baptiſm to be a trifling or inconſiderable thing, as if it were 
only giving 2 Name to the Child, and no more; but that 
they would conſider it, as a moſt ſolemn part of Gods Worſhip, 
as that Divine Sacrament, by which their Children are dedicated 
to. God, and to the Religon of Chriſt The want of which 
Conſideration, I am convinced is the cauſe, why ſo many, other- . 
wiſe good. and well meaning, Perſons, are (o regardleſs, (provided it 
be done at all) how or where, inwhat place, 'Or after what manner this 
ſacred duty is performed. + - -- : 
I donot ſay that there isany Poftive Holineſs in one' place a- 
bove another, or: that the place alone can fanRify the 
| in it, Wi due Qualifications; but this I dg 
V M,, and all the. To Mankind did ever yet grant, that 
Non * as 


(4) 
25 there is 2 Relative Holineſs in the Lords day, above otter days 
of the Week, ſo there is at leaſt a Relative Holineſs in the 
Church above other places; borh as 'cis ſet apart and conſecrated 
to the ſervice and worſhip of God, and as Almighty God is more 
eſpecially and inwediately preſent in it 3 Upon this account it was, 
Fee Dr: Caves Toe the pious and Primitive Chriſtians, always paid ſuch an ex- 
P wry _ 'traordinary Reſpe& and Veneration to the public places of Gods 
I z. Worſhip, both at their firſt Entrance ito, and all the while they 
continued i» them. And for this reaſon 'tis, that the Public 
place of Gods Worſhip is in Scripture ſet forth by ſo many ho- 
nourable Names and Titles; ſuch as are, the Zemple, the Ta 
bernacle, and the Sanitnary of the Lord, the Habitation of his Hels- 
neſs, and the place where his Honor dwelleth'z the Houſe of Prayer, 
and the Church of God 5 All which things = together, do ſtrong- 
ly prove, that there is at leaſt a Relative holineſs in the Church 
above other places, agd that God is more immediately preſent 
there, to hear the Petitions, and to anſwer the Prayers of his 
humble Supplicants, and to give a due vertue and cy to his 
blefled Sacraments. 
But leſt I ſhould be thought to be /ing»/ar in this opinion, I 
ſhall beg leave for the ſatisfaftion of every »nbya/i*4 Reader, to 
Pr. Sparrow tranſcribe the words of a pious and learned Biſhop of this Charchs 
Bp.of Norwich y,þo fpeaking of the Dedication of Churches and Chappels to 
mo —_ Service of God, tells us, © That our Prayers, and public Services, 
Prayer, p-371. are moſt readily accepted in ſuch holy ſeparate places 5 and he 
; © proves it from 2 Chron. 7: 15- Now mine Eyes ſhall be open, and 
© mine Ears attent tothe Prayer in this place 3 which promiſe of ac- 
* ceptance ewes to any other place fo dedicated and confecrated 
© to Gods holy Worſhip and Service, as was this houſe which 
* Solomen built 3 for the-reaſon which God gives of his gracious 
* readineſs to-hear the Prayer of ehat holy place, is in peneral 
* this, v.16, For now-have I choſen and ſanitified this Houſe, that my 
© Name might be there for ever z Now, that this houſe is dedicated 
* and ſolemnly ſet apart by religious Rites and Prayers to my 
A quatenus ed © Service, wowT have choſen it for mine. - And a little farther he 
ome valet 60» - 11. * By the like reaſon whatfoever «ber place ſhall be dedi- 
ſequentie. <cated to him, ſhall have the Eyes of God open, and his Ear 
* attentive to the Prayer of it. And God Almighty promiſes as 
* much, Exod, 20. 24. In 41 places where record my Name, 1 will 
* come unto thes, and bleſs thee 5 that ts, in all. places dedicated to 
* me, and-my Service, and fo made mine.. Anda little farther 
(2..385.). are theſe very remarkable words... © The Church is the 


| (s) 
© moſt convenience place for the ſervice of God, and adds mnch 
© tothe beauty of holineſs 5 And he that ſhould negleR that de- 
* cency, arid dfpifog the Charch, ſhould offer op the Publick Wor- 
we 


© ſhip (of wh have already proved Baptiſm to be a moſt 
© folemn part) in Privare, He would by ſo doing, fin. againſt 
© that law of God, that ſays, Curſed be he that having « better Lamb 
© in bis flock, offers up to God a worſe, Mal. 1. 14. For God Al- 
© might be ſerved with the bef we have, otherwiſe we 
* deſpiſe him ; *He that can have a Church, and will offer up the 
© holy Service in a worſe place, Let him fear that Carle. 

This I think is home to the purpoſe, and an evident proof of 
my former aflettion, from the plaineſt Texts of Scripture 3 and 
if it ſeem ſeverely ſpoken, let it be remembred that "tis /abſtantially 
proved ; and that they are not mine, but a Reverend Prelates words 
of this Church, whoſe name and authority ought to be had'in 
veneration by all its members z And woul1 to God thoſe per- 
ſons who contend fo earneſtly for Baptizing their Children at 
home, u ichout any juſt neceffity, would conſider ſeriouſly, 
whether This be nor very like that (in, of deſpiſmg the Church of 
God, which St. Pax! (o ſeverely condemned in the Corinthians, 
T Bp. 11, 22, and not only making their own houſes equa! to the 
Church, but in this reſpe& preferring them before it. 

Upon the whole of this firſt Argument, I think & is undeni- 
ably proyed, that Baptiſm is not of a . Private, but of a Pablick 
Nature, and that the Church is the fitteſt and moſt decent place 
for the Adminiſtracion of it 3 And thereſore, that co adminiſter 
it in Private houſes, is both contrary to the Netwre and Defigns of 
Baptiſm, and a plain tranſgreſſion of this precept of St. Paw!, Let 
all things be done decently, and in order, 

Secondly, To Adminiſter Baptiſm in Private houſes, is con- 
traty to the conſtant practice of the Catholick Chriſtian 
Church in all ages ? For the proof of this, I cannot take a bet- 
ter Method, than to give you the words of the judicious and 


learned Dy. Cave ; who ſpeaking of the place where Baptiſm was Prim. Cbrift. c. 
anciently adminiſtred, tells us, *© That 'rwas always as near as 7*# 321-077 


: 09, be to the place of their P«biic Aſſemblies, and that 'twas*” 
© feldom performed without the preſence of the Conregarion | 
*and that for very good reaſons, both as 'tis a principal at of 
*Religious er ry and as 'tis the initiating of Perſons into 
* the Church, which therefore onght to be as P«blic as poſſible, 
* that ſo the whole Congregation might be Spectators and Wit- 
© nefles, of that Profeſſion and Engagement, which the G—_ 
2 on 
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(6) 
*Perſon then took vpon him 3: And this the Primitive Chriſti- 
* ans ſo. zealouſly kept to, that the T7ullas Council (Cav. 59.) 
* allows not Baptiſm to be adminiſtred in a Private Chappel or 
* Oratory, but only in the Public Churches, puniſhing the Per- 
* ſons offending in this particular with Depoſition from their Of- 
*fice, if they were Clergy-men, and if Laity with Excommunica- 
* tion. For this reaſon they had their Baptiſtetia or Fonts, built 
* ar firſt in ſome place' near the Church, then in the Church 
* 2, weoSdons © Porch, till afterward they were placed in the.Church- itſelf, 
# evorCei25. This I think is very plain, and I have choſe to tranſcribe the ve- 
Naz. ry words of this reverend and learned Perſon, becauſe of his 
rear Name and Eminency in-the Church, eſpecially as a faith- 
uland diligent Inquirer into the Cuſtoms and Praftice of Antiquity, 
of which this Bock called Primitive Chriſtianity, is, amongſt the 
reſt, Oe illuſtrious proof, 

* 1 was once thinking to add ſome other Obſervations of my 
ownrelating to this affair, But I ce find this particular fo large- 
ly and unanſwerably proved by an ingenious Author who has 

Mr.Arwaker's |itely writ on this very ſubject, that, (becauſe I can add nothing 

Diſſuafroe from new) I think it better to refer the inquiſitive Reader thither. The 

<a 7 Fant Book is licenſed by the A4rch- Biſhop, and dedicated to the Biſhop 

printed 1687, Of Londen ;, Of both whoſe pious Endeavours to reform this Un- 

lawful Caftom, the Author gives us an account in his Epiftle Dedi- 

catory; which I obſerve for this reaſon 3 that the Reader may 

know,. that what I. kere write againſt has been condetnned by 

the Metropalitan,' and *the whole Church of England in general. 

Whoever reads this little book from the 5** to the 16** page, 

will-find it.undeniably proved, that S*. 7b» and the Apoſtles 

themſelves oaptized in Public 5 That both the Greek and Latin 

Fuftini Marr, Trhullien Gurches do the ſame at this day, and that ſeve- 

Sr” hensfine,” Gregs, Nazi: 141 of the Antient Fathers, and moſt learned Wri- 
> « joucs, Uregi T 3, 

arzen, St. Ambroſe, azd cbry=. ters of the Primitive Church, (whoſe Names are 

ſoſtom, St. Cyril. in the Margin) do all.contend for Baptiſm in Pub- 

ddd ect lic. He will find jt proved that the Baptizing in 

Conciltum Con- Private bouſes , has been. often- condemned and prohibited by 

fan Meldenſe, whole Councils of Biſhops And all this abundantly. ſtrength- 

Caſſender. Hoſ.. 2<d by. the Teſtimonies of ſeveral other learned Writers, Men 

pinian,Cbamier, Of great eſteem, in their times. After all which I preſume we 

Veſquez, &c. may very, juſtly, conclude with the learned, Dr- Sherleck,, * That 

Rel. Ajſemblys, © the-Primitive Chriſtians always adminiſtred Baptiſm in Public 

P. 294» - © places, and in the preſznce of the Congregation, and never 

* Ulowed of Private Baptiſm, but in danger of Death ;- Ard 

| C. 
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* that the Cuſtom thus continged in all the following Ages: 

Now the force of this Argument amounts to'this 3 in all 
caſes not poſitively determined by the Scriprare, The Practice of 
the Primitive Church, is the ſureſt way for us to underſtand the 
Mind of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. For we cannot but think, that 
thoſe who conversd with the Apoſtles, and with the Apoſtoli- 
cal men of the next ages, are the ſafeſt guides for us to be di- 
rected by, who live ſo remote from thoſe times. * The Autho- 
rity of Antient and Univerſal! Tradition, has always been eſteemed 
ſacred and venerable, and whatever men may think »ow, yet to 
contradict the concurring Teſtimony and Pratice of the Uni- 
verſal Church, was heretofore always thought, one of the greateft 
Sins and Follies, that a Man could be' guilty of. The Fathers 
themſelves do often confute the Heretics of their times from 
preſcription, or the conſtant T raditionary Faith and Prattice of 
the Church. For tho we donot make Tradition to be a Prima- 
ry and Infallible Rule, as the Holy Oracles are z Yet, where the 
thing is doubrfyl or diſputable, where the Scripture is filent, 
there certainly the received Practice of the ancient Univerſal 
Church, isthe ſureſt guide for us to follow. There is an Obli- 
gation upon us of the preſent times; to conform, as much as 
may be, to the Praice of the Univerſal Church, and to avoid 
Novelty, and Singularity in all things relating to the Worſhip of 
God z And therefore when we have (o many plain Teſtimo- 
nies of Antiquity for baptizing in Public, -and can find no one 
Church inthe Chriſtian World that ever practiſed. dtherwiſe ; 
when we have ſo many Ancient Fathers, Councils, and learned 
Writers, condemning Private Baptiſm, and pleading for that 
which is Public, and not any-one- ſingle Author produced of a 
contrary perſuaſion 5 There is certainly ſo much reſpe& due to 
this Unanimous Conſent of all our Pic Anceſtors, ts proves it, to 
be very rade, indecent, and immodeſt for us of the preſent age, to 
contradict the geneta} ſenſe of Chriſtianity; 'to affront and con-- 
demn the Holy Catholic Church'of Chriſt, by our contrary 
Practices, and to think-our (elves wiſer than al}'the: Chriftians: 
that went before us; who for 1600 years-together, have always 
Baptized in' P#6#c, and no-doubt for good reaſons: 

Thirdly, The Adminiſtration of Baptiſm in Private houſec, 
without juſt Neceſſity, and with the Public Form, is contrary , 
to the Expreſs Laws and Rabrick of our own National eſtabliſhed” 
Church of Eng/and. This is fo plain and undeniable 4 Truth, 
that a modeſt man.would think it needleſs to go about to- prove 

ic 


('8-) 
it, toany man who has'got a Common-prayer book, and is but 
able to-read the Rubrick without coloured SpeHacler 3, which is as 
plain > expreſs in this -particular , as words can make 
it, 


CY, hem 


is 

* That the Congregation there preſent, may teſtify the re- 
* ceiving of them that be newly baptized, into the number of 
© Chriſts Church. The ſecond is 

*That by the Baptiſm of the Infant in the Church, every 
* Perſon preſent may be put in mind of his own ſolemn vow and 


* profeſſion made to in his own Baptiſm. To this purpoſe 
Diſcourſe upon the learned Dr. Comber tells us, © That Infants to 


be 
eve whole Com. © brought to the Church, that there an, bo many : Witneſſes of 
mon Prayer. p. © this {olemn a, and that echers may be put in mind of their 
338. © Vow, as alſo becauſe they may be admitted Members of our 
*Religious Aſſemblies in the- proper place. And he that has a 

mindrto ſee farther, how much Public Baptiſm tends to the Edi- 

: fication of the Church, Let him read Dr. Sherlocks Rel. Aſſemblies 
wey's «x v, 293. and confider withal, how the Cuſtom of Baptizing in 
pany Ro ecan be reconciled with that Precept of St. Pau/ 1 Cor, 14 
2G, Let all things be dong to Eabfying z, that is, in-all aRts of Pub- 


ug 
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lic Worſhip, let every thing be ſo performed, a5 may tehd moſt »,, 

to the benfc and advange of oxhrs which is the Paraghrale oh nn, 

of a very learned man on the words. Dr. Beveridge 
ln the third Seton or Paragraph of the Rubrick before ab. = Armen 

lic. Baptiſm, © The Godfathers , and Godmothers , and the 2 © 

* People with the Children are required ta be ready at the For 3 

Now, I. hope, this may paſs for a plain Command for the 

brioging of Children to the Churchz for where elfe is the For: ? 

Are there any in Private houſes ? Or how can Children be 

brought to the Fore, if they are noe firſt brought ro the Chmrch, 

Where alone the Font is placed? But this is not all, the time is 

alſo packed as well as the Placez © The Children are to be 

* ready at the Font immediately after the ſecond Leflon ar 

*Morning or Evening Prayer, which till farther concludes for 

its being nthe Charch,where aloxe the Prazers and Leſſons are uſnu- 

ally read ; Andall this is abundantly confirmed by that which 

follows, viz. And the Prieft ſtanding there, at the Font, ſhall ſay, 

&c. So far I think nothing can be more plain cr undeniable 

But let us go on to the Office for Private Baptiſm of Chilaren in 

houſes, for to 'tis called. 

The very Name or Title of which, is enough to ſatisfy any 
{ober man, that this a/one, and not the Public Form is to be uſed 
in Howſes, But the Rubrick is more expreſs. 

* There in the 24 Paragraph, the Curates or Miniſters of every 
* Pariſh are required often to admoniſh and warn the People, 

* that without great Cauſe and Neceflity, to be approved by the 

*Curates themſelves, they procure not their Children to be 

baptized at home; And in Obedience to this Command of the 

Church, I do now deſire and beſeech.you of my Care not to do 

- itz But when need ſhall compel, then the Rubrick exqualy 
orders, that Baptiſm be adminiftred on This Faſhion, namely by 

that Form of Private. Baptiſm, . which there follows, and not by 

the Pubick Form.. 

So that, as the Avcient Chorch never did, ſo neither does the 
Preſem Church.of England allow of any Private Baptiſm, exc&dt- 
in danger of death 3 and in ſuch a caſe ſhe has provided a Form 
for that and required the uſe of that alone. And upon; 
the whole; I think-it undeniably follows, that To Baptize Chil- 
dren in Private, with the P»blick Form, and without j#ft Neceſi- 
ty, is, (-as Dr. Sherleck tells us, Sous blies -p. 295.) a plain 
q of the Rale, and t a diſorder, as no 
"man be guilty of, who profeſies himſelf a Member of 

OUT 


. <>  'Tis a plain breach of the' expteſs Le: and Com- 
: nit; our own Communion, which 'was the thing to be 
* proved. | : 
.- Now as for this Argument, it equally concerns all in general, 
who Own themſelves of the Church of England, Rich and Poor, 
Laity, as well as Clergy, + For by the 30th Article of our Church, 
we all profeſs to believe,” * That the Church has full power to 
© decree and command all ſuch Rites and Ceremonies, as are not 
* contrary to the word of God z Nor did ever'any yet deny this 
power, = wy | gen mtr Lo and 
i [0 ely, and ananſwera ; by ma- 
_— yo learned Diviees of this Chorc Thoſe Narres 


By Dy. Stillingfleer #nrez- ] have (er in the Margin, if any one pleaſe ro con- 
ſonab. of Separation. Dr. Sher= Coo pa 


\—— Sear th gg he Ae Now then, thus I argue ; if the Church has 
Proteſtant Reconciler. Power to make Laws in things indiftetent, and 
on be, CP in bis ot oy by the _ þ, hence _ : 
ompajj. Enquiry.  ... ... Tily follows, that 'tis our abſolute duty to obey an 

Fg rs ia Liſe ſubmitto thoſe Laws, when once they are made: 
And inſtead of all by the Ve- For a Power to Command, neceſlarily infers the duty 
xerable Hooker Eccl. Polity, of Olelience, theſe are Relative things, the one of 
Lib. 3. and others. . which unavoidably follows from the ocher 3 Nor 
can we diſobey the #1 Commands of tht Church, withour 

diſobezing Heaven at the fame time; and Chriſt Jeſus himſelf, from 

whom, as from a Supream Head, the Church has received this 

Legiſlative Power ; and how then can it become any true Mem- 

ber of the Church, to be thus wilf»ly guilty of trangrefling its 

plaineſt Laws > Or why ſhould any pious and genuine Son of 

the Church, carry himſelf thus refractory to his ſpiritual Mother ? 

Or can there be any thing more abſ#rd, than to profeſs to believe, 

that the Church has Power to make Laws in indifferent things, and yet 

whenever thoſe Laws come to be obezed, to diſpute, and dew its 

Authority 2 Eſpecially conſidering, how pious and primitive a 

duty this is, and what great reaſon the Church has to require it. 

'Shis certainly is not to do things according to Order, that is (as the 

Dr. Rich. Sher» great Dr, Hammond tells us upon the place) Actording to the Order 
_ Prafici! and Direttion.of the Church. | know not what low thoughts men | 
Cbriftian, P-35 may now have of this Diſobedience, But I am ſure the pious DF. 
Sherlock had another ſenſe of things, when he made rh a part of 

his Form of Confeſſion of Sin; 
*I have not made Conſcience to obey the Laws and. Orders 
*of thy Church, whether|Ulniverſal or particular, not acknow- 


2 ledging 
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Et to the Authority of Either; and Iam 
to berankt a Publicans and Sinners. .. 
7 Ny by A Fathers and Paſtors, in the ſeveral orders of 
and Deacon, L have disbelieved, diſreſpected, 
Nor rs ed, in in their Callings, in their Admonitions for my 
A th. I have hatedhim that —_ in the Gate, T1 
. ned my heart, and refuſed n admoniſhed, to re- 
* turn from the Errour of my ways. 

Nor is this a Law of the Church only, but of the Cizil Stare too, 
The whole Rubrick is confirmed by 4 of Parliament, 25 well 
as by Comvecationz and the ARt of Uniformity before our Com- 
mon Prayer Books, expreſly injoyns under the (evereſt Penalty,that 
No other Form of Prayes or Adminiſtration of - the Sacraments be ; wa, 
beſide that which is ſet forth and allowed by that Book, So that w 
ever refuſes Obedience to thoſe Laws of the Charch concerning 
Baptiſm, does at the ſame time diſobey a Law of the State too, 
his Civil as well as his S$piri:=a! Parents and Governors 3 and if this 
be not a plain Breach of che fifch Commandment, Let every 
mans Conſcience judge. 

There is, I foreſee, one fond pretence, that may poſſibly be re- 
turn'd to this Argument, and that is the preſent A of Toleration, or 
Liberty of Conſcience, which may be thought to diſc the Dx- 
ty of Obedience to the Eſtabliſhed Laws of the Church. Bur in 
—_ ro _ vain Cavil, Ifay, 

hat I write not'at preſent to thoſe who are Diſſenters 
fone Church, but to thoſe who profeſs themſelves Member: 
of our ownCommuniomand what have ſuchto do with theTolera- 
tion ? Let the AR it ſelf be read, and "twill appear that the To/e- 
ration Was intended only for the Eaſe of thoſe few (for I verily 
believethey are not ' many) w Do Hewey poiketed 6 hi 
Conſciences, that 'tis not Zewfv! for them to obey the Orders, 
or jayn in the Worſhip of the E#abliſhed Religion 3 Now what- 
ever ſervice the Plea 'of a Toleration may do ſuch miſtaken Per- 
ſons, yet certainly it bp 7 in one of our wk 
Communion, tO make t ence in excuſe for h# Diſobedience 
to thoſe _ and tO that Conftitution, to which he himſelf be- 


longs. no man tHe Liberty of Conſcience ; the Works 
eSherfal" 1 Ay wiſh well to, yh _—_ for all the W | 
But the Toleration is for Diſſenters, not for us; We have ft 


(bleſſed be God) the ſame Church, the ſame Fa Ly ths 
_ Articles, Canons, and Conſtcorion eſtabliſhed __ 
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Law of 'the Land, by ſeveral As of Parliament which ſtand 
yet untepealed ; And therefore «wr Obedience is ſtill as due to 
choſe Laws, as ever 3 Nor can the Toleration with: any ſhew of 
Modeſty or Reaſon be chought to excuſe #s, fo long-as weown 
our ſelves Member: of the Church of England, as of a gadand an 
Orthodox Communion. Bat ſuppoſe I were concern'd with a pre- 
feſſed Diſſenter, yet I might juſtly anſwer, 

2, That all that any Tolerarion in the World dves, or can do, 
is to excuſe only from the Penaby, not at all from the fault of 
Diſobedience,to the Laws and Orders, .of an Efabb/hed Lawful 
Communion. -it gives a Liberty of Impnity *tis true, (whether 
j»ſtly.or unjuſtly T will not now Ciſpute) but not of juſsficetiony 
it takes away the civil Puniſhment, but it can never: take away 
the Sin of Non-conformity or Diſobedience 3 my teaſon for it 
is this,..becauſe theſe are Sins forbidden by the plain Laws of God, 
which no Laws of Man can alter or diſpenſe with. For every 
Ortbodox and lawfully conſtituted Church, has a full power from 
Chriſts own Inſtitation, co make Canons and - Conſtitutions for 
its own Regulation, for the ſecurity and preſervation of its own 
Peace and good Order ;- And this lays a ſufficient Obligation on 
all Chriſtians toobey thoſe Laws, tho there ſhould be no Civil 
Authority to back and enforce them 3 The Charch, conſidered as 

a Church, is a diſtin# body, and has a &ftint# Government inhe- 
rent in it ſelf, without any regard had to the State 3 And conſe- 
quently al! diſobedience to the Lawfal-Conzmands of. the 
Church, 15an Evil in 1t ſelf, Aorally and intrinſecally {mful, and 
therefore can never be altered by any H«mare Diſpenſation or 
Toleration. Hence we find the Primitive Chriſtians decrying 
Schiſm, and branding it with the moſt. odious Characters, before 
there were any Civil Laws in Defence of Chriſtianity, nay when 
all the Cizil Laws were againſt it 5 as well before the Empire be- 
came Chriſtian, .and again in the intervals of Perſecution; as 
when Chriſtianity was Efab/i/bef by a Law. So the Donati 
were-accounted ſnnits by the Primitive Chriſtians, as well 
under thoſe rempora/Princes that favewred@under thoſe who per/c- 
cuted them; Ariaviſm was candemned.a9 well under:Conftaatine and 
Valens, Who" cmuntenanced, 45 Under: Conſtantine who oppoſed ity fo 
that thoa Tokeration do take away Civil Penalties, yet the Laws 
of God, and of Scri require Unity, Comunien and Com. 
phexce. with an eſtabliſhed Ort heaex Church, do Rand fill uncan- 
cel'd, and.in as much force as ever. . If any one doube the _ 
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of this, Let him only read the ingenious M* Norris his Chaye of 
Schiſm continued, and if he can fairh anſwer what that /earned Awv- 
thor there urges, .in defence of this Afſertion, '| promiſe him I 
Will inſtancly give up the Cauſe, and become his Proſelite. 
_There.is a paſſage inche learned Dr. StiJingfleer» Sermon of the 
Miſchie of Mpratin $þ Woh to our preſent Argument, thar I 
cannot forbear ſetting it. down; Tis Page the 45), in theſe 
Words; © Let' us who continte in the Communion of "our 
"Church, walk by the ſame Ay and mind the ſame things While 
© we keep t0 one Rule, all People know what it is to be of our 
* Church 3: if men ſer up _theit own* Faxcies above the Rule, they 
© charge it with Imper/eior; if they do not whe the Rule; they 
* make themſelves wiſer than thoſe that.made it ; It hath not been 
* the Dofrine Ot Rales of our Charch, which haveever given 2d- 
*vantage to the Enemies of ir, but the Indi/crerion of fome, in 
© going bez0nd them, and the Incoxftaxcy of others, in not holding 
*tro.them, * This being the Judgment and: Opinion of ſo great a 
man, and of id pacifick a Temper, deſerves a ſerions Confidera- 
tion, -& who wilt well ro the Charch of England. 
_. 4 The Baptizing Children in Private, bythe Public Form, is 
contrary to every Miniſters ſolemn Promiſes and Subſcriptions 5 
For by the 36** Canon of our Church, Every Miniſter is requi- 
red, both at his receiving of Orders, and at his Admiſſion to 
any Benefice or Living, to make this Promiſe, and to ſubſcribe it 
with his own hand, in theſe very words, viz. That he bimſelf wil 
uſe the Form preſcribed in the book of Common Prayer, both in Public 
Prager,, and in the Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, and none other. 
And now I appeal to the. ſenſe of all the world, whether that 
Miniſter who uſes that Form of P»blic Baptiſm in Privare Houſes, 
which is preſcribed to be uſed in the Charch, does not break this 
Promiſe 3 And whether he who does not in Private houſes, uſe 
the Form Preſcribed for that purpoſe, does not do the ſame ? 
Does ſuch a Man uſe the- Form preſcribed, by the Book of Common 
Prayer, 4nd none other, as he promiſed, and ſubſcribed ? Perhaps 
it will be ſaid, that, he uſes the ſame words, tho in a different 
Placez, But ill I anfwer, That this is not the Form preſcribed by 
the Book of Common Prayer, The Form preſcribed is ly of 
Hngther Nature; The Church has compoled two Forms for Bap- 
tiſm of Infants; one for the Charch, the other for Private | 
hogs 3 the one for or4n47, and* common caſes, the” other for 
the extraordinary caſes of ike, and neceſſfiry z Now he that 
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' none other, but perfelth another, than what is commanded. 1 
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COnfonnds theſe. two Officer, which the Church has macedfin® 
and wholy + Form which-is d for Private, Uſes 
that in Private, Which is commanded to be uſed in Public, that Per- 
ſon does not uſe the Form preſcribed by the Book of Common Pros and 
an 
one in the World can deny this aſlerrign, or without Tricks | 
Fallacies fairly juſtify this PraRtice froni*. Breach of Promiſe, 1 will 
never more truſt my diſcurſive Faculty ſo long as I live ; can any 
thing be more indi/putabh clear ? If ro doubt in this caſe, be noc 
to ſeek Knots in a Bulrnſh, I know-not what is. 

This © anc very nearly concerns us of the Clergy, and we 
ſhould all do well ſeriouſly to confiderit'; and the rather, be- 
cauſe our own «»dve Compliances in this reſpe&, are made uſe 
of by the Laity, as the gteateſt Argument for the Contiauance 
of this Unlawful! Practice. But if the moſt ſolemn Promiſes, and 
repeated Subſcriptions ſignify any thing, we are all certainly bound 
to do our utmoſt for the reforming. of this »»bappy Cuſtom ; in _ 
doing of whith there would be far leſs difficulty than now there 
is, were we our ſelves Unanimoxs in the Attempt, were we AU 
reſolved to be juſt to our own Engagements, and.would not un- 
dermine each others Endeavours, by our contrary Practices. *Tis 
plain, we are not left at Liberty to doas we, pleaſe in this caſe ; 
we are bound by Laws, by Promiſes and Subſcriptions 3 And 


. When the Laity know and conſider this, .1 cannot but hope, that 
they will think the'better, and not the qc of us, for Dong juſt 
or will they be ſo un- 


to our Rule, and trueto our Promiſes; 

reaſonable as to expeR our compliance in a thing ſo mrifefth 
«lawful; Much leſs conceive any Pet ot Prejudice againſt us, only 
becauſe we cannot make the plaineſt Laws of the Church, and 


| our own Promiſes too, bend and bow to their humors- And 


fince the London Clergies Practice, is moſt taken notice of in this 
2fair, it would be happy if they would joyn with us, in this 
Reformation. «05 7, 

5. The Form of Public Baptiſm is ſo compoſed, that it cannot 
be uſed in Private Houſes, without manifeſt Abſurdities, which 
is another demonſtration that the Church never intended it 
ſhould be ſo uſed. The forementioned M* Arwaker reckons up 
four ſeveral inſtances of this Nature in the Office of Public Bap- 
tiſm, where he that has a mind way ton them (pag- 29.) I ſhall 
only mention Oe at preſenr, and that is in the Preface to the 
Baptiſmal Covenant, intheſe wards ——- Dear beloved, hd 
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(us ye > 
brought this 'Child here to be Baptized. 'How can this be truly of 
rationally ow when inſtead ofthe Child: being'broaghe by-th® 
Sureties, the Afinifer himſelf comes home to the houſe, | 
brought into; the very Chamber were the Child was born 2? We have 
ready proved that the Church at the beginnirig of this Office 
requires the Child to be brought to_the Fear, 2nd that the 
Prieſt ſtanding at the Font ſhall ſay —From whence ”cis manifeſt, 
that by the word (Here) inthis place, is meant the Church where 
alone the Font ſtands ; And how then can the AGziFer in the 
very place where the Chi/4 was born, ſay to the Sureties, Te have 
brought this Child here (viz. to the Font) to - be Baptized : Or ought 
he got rather to alter the words to 2 quite contrary ſenſe, and 
ſay, Te have brought me here to baptize this Childs Por this is true,and 
proper, but the former is evidently falſe and abfurd ; and the 
Abſurdity is ſo plain,that lam verily perſwaded;that he that does 
not perceive it, 'Tis not. becanſe He cannot, but becanſe He 
will not underſtand it. Now whether it becomes either Miniſter 
or People to uſe fuch groſs 4#/ardirier in ſo ſolemn a part of 
Gewu's - Worſhip, is a Queſtion, to which 1 woald beg a 

ious Anſwer. | | 23 a 

Thereis the ſame 4b/wrdity in the Office for Churehing Women, 
when 'tis uſed in Private houſes ; The very Title proves this Pra- 
Riceto be abſurd; It ought to be called Chambering Or Houſcing of 
W omen, - But Sacks cre SLUR SLINYS out 
of the Church: But not toinſiſt-on that, the Rubrick before this 
Office ys rite ſhall come into the Camnreh, —-_ deere 
and there vt dawn in ſome corvenient Place, GC. than which, 
no command can be more plain 3 The Rubrick at the End of the 
Office, directs the Woman, to receive the Holy Communion, 4 there 
be any, which ſtill farther-argues it to be done in the Church; and 
the lat Verſe of the Plalm appointed to be read in this Office, 


makes the Abſurdity undeniable: "Tis this; 7 wilt pay my Vows 
now =——— In the Courts of the Lords howſe 5 Bow can this be faid 


in any. Private Chamber? Was ever any Place beſide che 
Cherch, Called the Lords houſe * Or .can any other Place be (0 
called, without a manifeſt and Gring Aotetley ? An Abfordi- 
ty too groſs to be offer'd to the great: C 
which deſerves not only a Private Acknowledginent; but a moſt ;,w and Dr. 
ſolemn Thankſgiving ; in the Pabiic Aſſembly of 
which is both a greater Honour, and more acceptable to God, than Office. 
any Privatereturns can be. FR 

n 


in return for 2 Mercy, c.. a>. 59. 


Chriſtians ; Comber on this 


f 


- And now a modeſt —— that after all. this, there 
ſhould be no. poſſible 0%jeZiow Ohjeftions, againſt fo wndeniable 2 ruth 3 
Dr.Sher -Sherleck.tells us ( Rel. Aſſewb. y. 290,) * That he could never hear 
any thieg Bs deſerved a ſerious Anſwer : - But leſt the Pretences 
ſhould be unanſwerable, let us hear what they are.” — 
« __ Pretences Ca/tam;: {Tis 'objeRed / ro us, 
Bac es -ptactiſed jn moſt parts of the: Kingdom z''and 
by. many great-and eminent Diviner ofi the-City- of Nor, too, _ 
and therefore why-may it not be continued-?. 'Fhis Obje&ion,tho 
it make a greatdeal of Noiſe, yet ic ſignifies juſt nothing; as 
ml be OP, jo any one, thr pe ym chings-» 
ir ut however prevailing this -C»for now 3s, yet *ris 
but of yery late date, eyen'inthis Church 3. D* Sherlark, tells! us 
a Aſſemb..p.290) That this unhappy Cuftom, was begury by 'as 
wAgpY a Caule; Namey by our late Civil Ways, 'and a tyran- 
nic 


urpation 3 When our Laws were all ſubverred, and our 
Religion ruined 5 Wh n the Orthodox prog were all corned a 
begging, and their | — uſu ri Enemies, then 


fi A the Loyal Party, being yh ed from the Church, 

"were wg Fn and compelied to Baptize their Children in theit owh 
Thers wasa Neceſſity then of doing it - privately, or yu 

at _ But this Neceſſity is now removed,” oor Cho 

(thanks be to. Almighty God) are at Liberty z And aka 

this can be n0 to. excuſe us.; But it becomes usrather 

to abhor a Chong ghr'- intoithe Church''by ſach 

, and remember that that our arms war Few nds have e fe 

and't xl too, to have. in 
views of bringing ther Children to the Charch, DN an we = 


And yet "tis very obſervable, that even in thoſe times, when 
che Common-Prayer[Book was aboliſhed, and che Presbyrerian 
Direftory eſtabliſhed injts room;by whar:was then called an 0r45- 
nance of Parliament, Ano 1 644. Even that very Direftoryexpre(- 
ly decrees, © That Baptiſa 3s not to be adminiſtred in Private places, 

© or privateh, but in the place of Public Worſpip, and in the Pace of the 

Con \ er” -a5:1may\be ſeen. (p. 19) And this is the more re- 
Ber wie che;Compilers of this Dind@x.do in their Fre 
face declare, —_ compoſed and agreed:upon / it, after 9r- 
neft and. frequent calling upon the Name of God, and after much foojut> 
, Tation, 0 ohh Fleſh and Blood, but with Gods holy wot, 163 CI 


\ ” 
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o( 37 ) 
Ti is well known: that our Rrechern of Nr remneres were 
always all Needleſs Super [t11iows Ceremonies 
in the or ef? from whence I infer, thateven in +heir 
E xeg | miniſtration of Baptiſm in: the Pablic place of 
Worſhip, is not E Needleſs - but 2 Neceſſary Cir- 
cumſtance to. the due and decent Performance of of thac Sa- 
trament 3, "Whag their | Praftice yow 353 it. © not: me 10 in- 
quire, 'tis plain This is their Rule, and This their 7»dgment. 
cocongly Tho quay eminent Divines, particularly of 
Londow, do ly with A; Cuſtom, yet ſome others no leſs emi- 
once, D O it berlock, and -M*  Armaker bave both 
mir reed y zinlt i it 3 And all thoſe 70: dave writ any thing 
fence "He Churches Power $omake ws in things in- 
di erent, have in effect done the ſame; for if the Church 
- Power to command, with Submiſſion, it muſt be our duty to 


"Thirdly, Tho this had been a C»tow of longer date, and cauſed 
by better means, yet what fignifies a 644 Coſtom againſt a kwwe 
Rule, and the expreſs Laws of the Church > What Sins, what 
Errors and Offences may not bejuſtified, if Cu#ow be allowed as 
an Arguument for chem ? So Swearing is a Geny and Drunken- 
neſs is a C»ſtow, and I have known fome Perſons {o impudent, as 
to urge the Commoneſs of thoſe crying fins in their Defence. Ba 
is itany leſſening of: a Sin, chat -a great many are guilty of it? 
Certainly he who Cried us 106-t6 follow « Maltitude todo Evil, 
thought otherwiſe. Sodaw was deſtroyed, not the /ater bur the 
fooner, fot that they "eg Univerſal mickege... I thall always" be 
glad to fol W hr woplel in any Perſon z but in that which is 
a6, the the Wor ld hall never'be the Pattern 
of he © Levee th Pros and Writings too of / 

Rl n d learned men MEN, ( whoſe Prattice we are ger 
articular) as muci.as any man living 3 but conff 

= ſe is. made of their Examples, | bearti heartily: with, | 

Keider joyn- gas, in reforming this bad Com, 

off REO = non i Ray os juſti- 

this cafe, ought to be, 


; & \decews;, Or indecews, 2 
voſt "tis both: indo and 
the foregoing come 4 
e's nv'Y: can ay proved ESSE 
als | y- 


" 
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(18) | 
ys, thatthe longer it has been continned; the more has been 
fault, and the ſ@oner it onght to be amended. 


| We have ſeen how this Caſtom came firſt to be introduced z 
and 'tis no difficult matter wines at the cauſes of its Contiuwance; 
Some perbaps have complyed with it, out of an immoderate love 
to their own/Eaſe, and\an Unwillingneſs to be at the pains'and 
trouble of reforming'a bad Cuſtom, tho they knew. it to be -/- 
legal. | | 

Others it may be; have beeo tempted to it by Poverty, which 
has made them forget the Dignity, and Sacredneſs of the Miai- 
ſterial Character, 'by ſacrificing both their Duty and Promiſes at 
once to a piece of Gold or Silver, andto be guilty of ſuch ſordid 
mercenary Compliances, as to /efl their Birth right, I mean -the 
Dignity of the Prieſthood, for « 34e/s of Portage. T with this 
thing called Intereſt, has not too much prevailed with ſome, who 
can pretend no real want of any thing, which makes the -crime 
ſo much the more unpardonable ; tho after all it is to'be feared, 
that whatever is thus «»/awfwly got, is no better thap (Awram 
Tholoſanum) Money put into a Bag with Holes, and like the Coal 
which the Eagle ſtole from'the Altar, that conſumed both her 
Neſt, and her young to Aſhes. 

Others perhaps have done-it, purely out of an ob/iging di/peſetion, 
and upon pradential Conſiderations, thinking it the beſt way to 
break a bad Cuſtom where they have found it, not r00 74/þ,but 
by Degrees ;, to lay it afide by that means, as decently, with as 
on noiſe” and - + ad my as po Lo to their 

eighbors aspoflible z Hoping by this elcenſion to win 
their good Opinion, and in time to bring them by thoſe md 
Methods to a through Conformity to the Laws of the Church, and 
their ow# Duty 3 which was no more than the great St. Pas! did 
| toward the Tews, in laying afide the old Meſaical Rites and Cere- 
Wones. | 
_ -» This has been wy own caſe,' and I verily believe. the' Ca/e of a 
Fear many of my Brethren 3; And that the continuance of -this 

nlawful Cuſtom, is to be imputed, not to the Fuftice of the 
thing it ſelf, but to ſome ove or other of theſe cauſes, I am-fully 
convinced from hence z becauſe even of thoſe Miniſters, whos, 
or have complyed with this PraRice, I never could hear any ove 
pretend to juſtify it, but ' frankly confeſs, 'it ,onight not. to- be 
done... And thus Ithink T have abundantly anſwered that clamo- 
rous ObjeRion from Cuſtom, which indeed did not ry 
| | the 


+» 
the Expence of ſo mach Ink and Paper, as ras been thrown away 
upon ir, but ſome things muſt be anſwered; ' cho nor for..their 
rea weight, yet becauſe of the Nui/e they make in the World; tho 
ne it-is bat like'che found of an empty Veſlel; $onus, && prat:- 
Secondly; I am afraid,. Another ching which keeps ſome Per- 
ſons from bringing their Childrento che-Church to be baptized, 
is Riches and Greameſ? ; Such Perſons look 'upon ir as a piece of 
State, to have their Children baptized at home, and fancy that 
ſomething more ought-to be done for them, than for poorer Peopte 1 
NowTl readily gran that there is'a different civi/ reſpect due to 
menacoording to their variowe - Degrees and Qualities, and (o 
to Friend: the fame, . and -God forbid bur in: all awful 
ings,” they ſhould have it to rhe utmoſt Degrees' in which 
*tis:due 3 (And that I may not be condemned neither of Mcivi- 
A oy pbed, _ I Sy abhor, I here rac ary 
at always look upon. it, -as my - great xnhappine/;, 
that ſome of thoſe whom 1 have! been forced 'co deny in this 
matter; were of this Number) it muſt be. conſidered, ' that 
OE ibn pies (HL is is proved. co be) all Per- 
foes/are Equal, and in ſuch caſes there ought to. be no re/pe#t of 
Perſons ;' Rich and Great Perſons are no more above their duty, 
than Poor and Mean men are below it ; If it be a \Daty, 'tis {o to 
all alike's Evena Heathen: Pericles conld ſay, when his Friend 
deſired /him tf; :eftify ai Lye 5, F am your: Friend as far as Honeſty and , 
# goed Conſcienctwilt permit And I muſt takeleavetoſay, thathe \ Magyar 
is'not 2/Friend, thardefires more. And a Pagan Poet has caught 44% 
us, that Offence: are vated by the Greatneſ; of the Offender ; 01G +a 
Riches Greatneſsdonot leſſen, but 5ncr-a/e Mens Obligations Arch, Atticz 
re re ee IND 
ay doa great $00d, . Ir wal ight wi , 
demand # ſeverer account [than Ordinary.” And fach Perſons —_— 
thatcheit Examples iare:wifble and conſpicuous, and Omne animi 
have agreat ilexce upon thoſe whom:Providence has placed be- vitium, &c. 
NY nl nrghaoſr © comes tengo he ref on 5 © 
2Caftas (0 ;ably {by giving a go pple,-and by 
ingthe way:rootherswithoarwhich *twill hardly\be effe- ... -- .-; ..- 
ed; the faulr of which-will one day lye at3heir doots. © -; ..- | 
>}Thindly, 4: doinor well know-whar zo call. ir,but another thing 


have heat ded,:to putieff thin Duty; isro=chis | Ag > 
our hicherto have facen baptized at home, we:ne- *" 
150d: bes .wls wort 1:hd D 2 le 3:40 ohh owe 


2113 


———— 


Ad 


vr bai metered a Church,” Let elbbrembibreds, oleh; 
have already proved this to be 2 Dnty, and then the force of 
mighty Objeftion amounts to this , We have hitherto:dohe 
all our Lives; and therefore we are teſolved te do fo ſtill 5 Wo 
hor expo th et oy our FOE, and —_ — wn oy 
not t lly of this preterice, it isen expoſe it 
My Diſcourſe has hithertb been in Geze74/ 3 : But: now I muſt 
apply.m myſelf more particularh to - oti of my own Charge. You 
ſee what the plain Lays of t ch are in this reſpe&; and- 
what ftrong Obligations we «4 lye under to: «bey them z,' You 
ſee upon what great'Str of Reaſon m_ Antiquity thoſe! Lavis! 
of the Churchare founded 3 Fathers and Councils, Abundance 
-of the.moſt- eminent Divinus, .both - Ancient and Adedern,: giving 
cheir Teſtimonies to them3/ Aﬀter-all which, I'cannor burk hope, 
that you will readily comply, with what's here ſo plainly pro- 


vedto be your Duty 

Lam very feof t the great Tentienbe&both. of. Infants 26d 
of Parents, and _ FE never yet heard of one Child 
that was injured by bei t coche:ÞGont) yer if Lara 1s 


dren be at any inde really: ines wk m' dariger-of: Deathy;:if: by 
any accident whatever it fofall out, that they.cannor ſafely be 
brought.ea Church, do not/by any means ſuffer thenr ed one 
zzed ; The Church in thoſe caſes of Sickneſs and! extreme' Nei 
ceſſity; has provided a Form of Private :Bapribk; and his you may 
be aſſured, I will alwa Ars? wr rs 1 tho it; were! at 
Midnight. In this Ofhce of Privare”B aptiſm;« all char iv Zfſbarhe 
. to the Sacrameinr ip2contdined, andenoughito Rcute the Sa lvari-- 
on of the Child; tho-ir ſhould die before the other Solemnities 
1a 2nd:Circumſtances be performed in'the Ghwrch: And! therefors 
when Perſons preterid a'tender :2egard ro the "Weakneſs of the 
Child, tbexcuſsthibringing.of br. ir: co. the Church, 'znd yet will 
not be contented: to have:it- baptized at. home, oj) hb Fenn the :Fornp 
- Which-iscompoled for that purpoſt,-mdifelſſcient 
Salvation 5 *Tisevidenr,'ithat PRs 13at —_— ns, 0 


" Us or, a ate a 4 to the a cup nt 
t,.4asS the 5 1 owyn.umer, 1s. the 
*Sre Dr.Com- Of Ob ſtinacy fag that is ſecured; d bythe 


bers Diſc. upon Vates = well lasby wr Peblit Forms; | Bur:ifai tive; rind 
the whole Com. then: the*Rubrick adviſes thitasfoon is it 18:f16>tb beg 


Dath  anoavenin oye Nin 


s = evof the e Truth of the Baptiſſ, before privaceh uſed, — 


(2x) 
playa beg be: ſolemn Enos into for a the ro ew 
Aodida not doe Ne at 'aNY dawble Cha 

an Tcables for if in was of Necefng canie'to o our Hoyle 
bapcize. expett no manner of any, nor 
To's Pe ne Tex Reward from'yous If you are' Poor, 
Ihad rather you ould habe ſom from-mne-., 

yIrtadigels ro ſerve you in all other reſpects, and. particu- 
larly to come to the meaneſt of corticals] in caſe ofSickneſs; 
My deſpiſing preſent Intereſt, and dealing impartialy with all 
Þe&lons in 'rHis-4ffair,, catinor bur” convince you (if any 
thing wal Gurl aw} aftet in-it by pare Copvidtion, and Princi- | 
have Bas 108 r ſhould: any. * thing: elſe in the world 


ever-prevai th me; to: refuſe. any of. your Requeſts.in 
matter ; I defire you to excuſe me only from this Unlanfe! 
Cafrow, and in any thing elſe, the Pooreſt of you may'command 
my Attendance, If Liberty of Conſcience (that is, 2 Diſcharge 
from complying wich\Laws) be thought reaſonable for others, "All 
defireis a Liberty of Obedience,” 2 Liberty to obſerve, and obey 
thoſe Laws, to which I have ſubſcribed, . and: which ſtand wre- 
pealed 5 and 'twill be very wnreaſonable to deny me this. ' * 
Whatever the Event be, I have ow this (atisfaRion, that I 
have. done all that in me les, ro'reforn a bad Cuſtom, which I 
th to be.my Duty ;.You ſee I have not refuſed it meroſe/, 
withou gi you afly eaſes for ſo doing 3: but'T have ventured 
iro'me of any thing in.the World, I mean 
ay per farisfy you, thatthis Practice oughc to beamend- 
believe Lhaye ſtudied this buſineſs mere than you, and 
may modeſtly be allowed to underſtand it betterz” which is no 
Inpi than Ewill readily grant t0 you, in your proper Callings and 
ayments, Ji 4 
!I canfels I thall never look upon myſelf to be anſwered by an 
my: RefleFtiow, ' Or 2 diſainful Smile 3,'Scurrilous Railing and Re- 
ate things, whidy T-have both Charity enough to forgive, 
.enoughto deſp/e. 'But if you-can'procure. a0y 
"wor ro:make a fold Anſwer ta my and 
Quhents! Toromiſe' ow! Sill readily react op chiſlnkes, and 


by\ thac'means to be par into a.capacity 0 Poa 
= in qi ings; yy ee am ſo: fa 
abinkig i 2a re que na 
CIR apon the Frida 
and thrto en t an 'Error out. 0 ey 
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(22) 
finacy and Stn berwncſt, does neither become the” Iugenuiry'of '2 


Man, nor of a Chriftianz And therefore, if zu find 
ts of t rs a7 ed 25 cannot —_ an 
ſwerei FE os bow cad eech you then 0 2 

own Souls, not wilfalh and Rabbonl to refiſt the Truth, Re 
member that to bim that kyowerh to 4 26d; in any 'inftance of 
Duty; and yet doth it not, ro bins 'tis 4 Sing in IS 


[4.4 17. 


I have now done with what I have to ſay of Bari 
before I conclude, I cannot but take #his Opportanity 0 hav Lv 
with you a brief Exhortation ro the conſtant oa: rordeing of the Sa 


| rung of the Lords Supper, a duty 90 much. neglected amongſt 


7 Confider then I beſeech you, the PlainneG, and the Poſitive» 
neſs of the Command, Do this in remembrance of me, And withal 
remember that the Only way #0 emter into Life, 3s to keep the- Cons 
mandments in general, this as well as the reff ; and thar- Chriſt 
will one day execute his Vengeance, on all that obey not the Laws of. bis 
Geſpe!, 2 Thef. 1. 8. of which this is ore, and of the higheſt impor. 
tance TOOs 

1. Cn that is the Command of Chriſt-your be Foals 
Lord; who as ou King and Supream: Governor,. has an abate 
right, and a juſt Claim.to your Vniverſa/ Obedience, nor ean you 
deny i it in 2ny inſtance: whatever; without:the bigheſt Injuſtice.. 

2. Conſider further,that”"tisthe dying Command of Fe/wi'your 
Saviour and Redeemer, your geate and your beft Benef a 
&or ; who ſtopr at no Dangey?, nor declindd,any Sefferings ro do 
you ſervice ; who freely patted with his ow invalo- 
able blood, toranſom, ayd-redeem your Souls ; to purchaſe for 


you the pardon of your Si the Graces of-Gods Spirit; :and'the 
immortal Joys of Heaven, Who-was contented to uridetgo.all the 

ice of: Men and Devijs,to be « man of forrows and arquaintrd with 
grief through the whole of his Life'z £0; endure the greateſt 
Torments of Body,and ies of Mind ;-to ſweat and groan, to 


bleed and die;to deliver yourfrom Ecernal Death, ( Tixrhis Peſuo 
that commands'you, to: rhis is remembrance of bias.” 
$o that here is both the higheſt Anthority to rand, andche 
then di enfants pon we apy —_—_ PY-T | 
I a' King, a our tO0,' 4 
Hlereifml Redermer atonce 2 Alas! What unpardonable Rrbelias 


(23) 2 

Wnt dpert 2: Mi; Who 
ent, tt can ama- 

vo difficale,bur 2 very cafy re- 


$ app parpoſe rt we: there com 

motkorate his Mercy, folemaly renew and ratify our Baptiſmal 

Vows and HapSrmentsand enter into a ſacred League of Peace, 
and Ch 


and Love ity with all the world. A poor return, God 
knows, this is,. for ſo great a Mercy,. and (hall we-yet refuſe to 
pay this ? | 


3- Conſider that you are bound in I»1&veft, as well as in duty,to 
pay a conſtant Attendance on this ſacred Ordinance. Fortis the 
moſt likely means in the world to make all yourPrayers ſacceſs- 
ful at the Throne of Grace, and to fetch down even temporal 
Bleſfings upon you ; -And 'tis the moſt probable means in the 
world to promote and advance your ever/aſting well-being 3 to 
confirm and increaſe your Faith,. to a Your Repentance, tO 
raiſe your Sorrow for Sin,and your Hatred againſt itz: To inflame 
your Love, your Praiſe and Gratitude to God, and your crucified 
Saviour, and your Charity to all your Fellow-creatures ; 'ris the 
beſt _ to advance, your Hope, to improve all your Graces, to 
make all your Sins give up the Ghoſt, and yield themſelves per- 
fe Victims toa Redeemers conquering Love.In ſhort,the bleſſed 
Sacrament;. to every- devout and worthy Receiver is full} of- di- 
vine and heavenly Bleſſings ;. 'tis not only. our: greateſ# Duty, but 
'tis our higheft Priviledge t00.. 

What Reaſons, what Pretences then can- be ſtrong. enough to 
keep you from ſo ſacred and advartageow a Duty > You know 
what I have formerly ſaid at large to remove them allz: There 
are two faults, that you. may be guilty of in- this affair ; Either 
by a careleſs refuſal and negleft of this bleſſed Sacrament, or. by an 
unwor thy. ab»/e and profanation of it ;, by «nworthily- Coming tot, 
or by profanely turning your backs upon it; Both theſe are Sins 
equally dangerous, and I beſeech you by all the Hopes of Heaven, 
and Fears of Hell to avoid. both.. I have formerly and often) rold 
you how this-may be done; Bur if there be any. Soul amongſt you 
that wants either farther Inſtrution,. or Satis{attion in this matter, I 
once more earneſtly. defire and invite all ſuch-to come.to.ms for 
my private help and direion 3 Come freely and without (cruple, 
the Pooxeſt, the. Meaneſt of you 3 By the Blefſing of God you 

ſhall” 


(24). | | 
' hall nat go' away without the beſt Affitance 2nd Incouragement 


lam able _ you. 
And-in order to the fiting -w ſelves for the Bleſſed Sacrament 
I muſt beg and entreatyou to lead pious and fober,juſt and Chri-, 
ftian Lives.: - Jmpenitthk& and an obilinate going on in Sin, 1s th 
only-thing, thac makes rhen unworthy of the Sacrament ; A gooc 
wan, 2 true ſincere penicent, 'who underſtands competent]y. t 
Natuve of the Sacrament, and is heartily reſolved to forſake' all 
his paſt Sins, and co lead a new Life, ſach a one is fit.to come to 
the Sacrament at any time; And he who will not do this,. is not 
fit to die, nor can hego to Heaven. | =,» 
And to enable you to lead this pious Chriſtian Life,let me be- 
ſeech.youoften and daily upon yoor bended -Knees, to petition 
Almighty God, for his preventing, aſſiſtine, and /apporting Grace. 
Morning and Evening at leaſt, lec me defire every Sout amongſt 
you to ſpend ſome little time in that divine and heavenly, that 
honorable, and advantageous duty of Prayer. You that have Fa- 
milies-muſt pray with them 3 and teach your Children and Ser- 
vants to live-in the Fear of God ; Inſtruct and Catechize them'in 
the Principles of Religion as well as you are able, and ſend them 
to the Church, to be inſtructed better z As they grow up, you 
rcuft warnthem often of the baſeneſs and danger of Sin in general; 
of Swearing and Cmrfing, of Drunkenneſs, and profaning the Lords day, 
Vices to which Youth are extreamly addicted. Tell them of the 
Excellency of a pious, ſober, righteous Life, and of the glorious 
-rewards that attend itz teach them by yoour Example, as*well as by 
your I»ftra&ionsz, You will have the_Comfort of it in this Life,and 
be rewarded for itin a better. | 
From the Prayers of the Church, I would defire you never to 
be »i//uly abſent; Come at the beginning,and behave your ſelves 
devoutly at them; And for your Private Devotion,l have here 
: compoſed a ſhort-Form, which I defire all ſuch of you, as have 


not better helps at hand, to ſay daily, hambly and devowtlh upon 
your Knees. 


O'Ged the Father of Heaven, have mercy upon me 4 miſerable Sin- 
zey'1-O chow God of Angels and men, the-Creator and Preſerver of all 
the world, I have x Ars Ihave ſinned againſt Heaven and againſt thee, 

' 2 have bten a ſtubborn and a rebellious Child,bat do not thou, O Lord caſt 
off the bowels and compaſſions of a Father. I have perverted all the ends 
of mg Creation, I have deſpiſed thy Authority, abuſed thy Mercy, and 


pro=- 


C25) 
provoked thyVengeance z But O thow, who willeſt not the Death of 4 Sin- 
ner, hate Mercy nyon me For thy Names ſake pardon mine briquities 
for they ave great 1, for thine own Mercies ſake, . for thy dear ' Sonffavd 
wy Saviour: {dhe, have pity upou me « miſerable Sinner, ati 

O bleſſed 200 the High- Prieſt, the Savioar and Redeemer of Souls, 
have Mercy upon me | Let thy Stripes and Wounds, thy Croſs and Paſſion, 
plead and intercede for me 5, By thine Agony and bloody Smeas, by all that 
then didff-ard ſufferedst for Sinners, ſave and deliver me, in the hour 
of Death, and the day of Tudement 5 And ſuffer mt, D holy Redeemer, 
my Soul, whithss the purchaſe of thine own meritorious bload, to periſh. 

.- 0 holy Spirit of Gract, the Santtifier of all the Eleft People of God, in- 
ſpire, 1heſeerh thee, into my Sel the Principles of an Univerſal Picty x 
Sanftify me throughout, in Body and Mind, in Heart, Will, and. Aﬀe- 
ions ;, I am undone if thou leave me to my ſelf, follow me by thy moti- 
ons, and awaken my Conſcience by thy bleſſed Suggeſtions, or 1 periſh for 
ever. Quicken and excite my langwiſhing Vertues Allure my hope by © 
the gloriens' rewards of Obedience, Alarm my fear by the ftedfaſft belief 
of a judgment to come 5, Aﬀett my gratitude and love, by adeep ſence of 

» the amazing mercies of my God and Saviour ; and by all let me be led to 7 
a ſpeedy and vigorous Repentance, to ſuch a pious and godly, ſober and 
a Juſt and charitable life, us becomes a Diſciple of the maſt holy 

eſus. 
{4 Ged.the-Eather, Son and Holy Ghaſt, . three perſons, and one God ! 
O holy and undivided Trinity, have mercy upon me a miſerable ſinner ! 

Glory be to thee, O God, for all the mercies I have received ; Take me 
into thy Proteftion | this day} ok [this night ] and all that belong to me 3 
Bleſs all my Civil, Spiritual, and Natural Parents, Relations and Go- 
vernors 3 Reward all my Friends and Benefattors, Forgive and turn 
the hearts of my worſt and greateſt Enemies 5, Let thy Goſpel, and Truth, 
thy Peace and Salvation extend it ſelf to all the World ; for the ſake of 
Feſus my Saviour 5 In whoſe Name and Wards, I further pray. Onur 


Father, &C. %e.- 


p 


If ny Minifler after ble "IR bidireoF/ab work 
of Þr ,'Or a 4 the Order: or preſcribed>in the 
RS zo Fu wn Pann, TAS hes 

not reform a & - 


And then ifhe ſhall hor ubmic himſelf within - 
| we othes Jab Net then ERC pate Mi- 


"Cant $1. TE £ WKY : 
There ſhall be a Font of Stone in ide ict Chapel 
- wii iſm is to Oi 
Miniſter — TIE that is, no doubr, withthe Form 
of Publick Baptiſm. 


